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0TS NOTE

DATE: April 24, 1991

TO: Alexander Williams

FROM: Dan stout> " - o
SUBJECT: American Potash and Chemical Company Elimination Recommendation

The attached memorandum and supporting documents are the basis for our
recommendation to eliminate the former American Potash and Chemical Company
site from further consideration under FUSRAP. The site js located in West
Hanover, Massachusetts.

Documents discovered to date indicating use or handling of radioactive
material by American Potash consist of a National Lead Company of Ohio (NLO)
internal memorandum which discusses tests American Potash performed for
Union Carbide Nuclear Corporation (Oak Ridge), an Atomic Energy Commission
(AEC) prime contractor. The site predecessor, National Fireworks Ordnance
Corporation, possessed a permit in 1955 for access to classified AEC
material; however, there is no evidence that radioactive materials were
processed by National Fireworks.

The NLO memorandum indicates that American Potash conducted uranium metal
shaping and uranium-magnesium explosive forming studies for Union Carbide.
The quantity of material used during the tests is unknown. Based upon the
description of operations in the NLO memorandum, test quantities were
involved. Union Carbide was responsible for accountability, and it is
reasonable to assume that the material was removed from the site by Union
Carbide in accordance with AEC accountability procedures in place at the
time.

In view of the limited quantity of radioactive material involved, the
potential for residual radioactive contamination in excess of current DOE
guidelines is considered remote. Therefore, we recommend that this site be
eliminated from further consideration as a candidate for remedial action
under FUSRAP and be removed from the FUSRAP considered sites list.

cc: C. Young
E. Mitchell
file FUSRAP MA.13
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i Research & Development

0 Production scale testing
O Pilot Scale

& Bench Scale Process

0 Theoretical Studies

a Sample & Analysis

O Production
{0 Dispaosal/Storage
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g Other information (i.e., cost
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Control 4 Health Physics Protection -
O AEC/MED managed operations O Little or None
® AEC/MED responsible for & AEC/MED responsibility
accountability [ Contractor responsibility

0O AEC/MED averviewed operations ) . .
0O Contractor had total control (‘J"'" Crbido = "CJ Heal

O unknown PL.,{}(,- comgol + )

Type (on basis of records reviaewed)

No Radiocactive
= Natural Radicactive from Feed Materials Production

0 Ore
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0 Residue
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Man—Made '
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Quantities (on the basis of records reviewed)

0oo

O None 0 Production Quantitias
& Small Amounts i .
Comment ____Record _Aiseosses _ [aberetory _ Foclids__onel__smeM______
—diexrtS _.__aL.'x.L_._:E_’.Lea_;:.‘_é_v_ ___________________ —_ _— _—

@ Facility was Licensed ( A«ess P""W{') e
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a Very Little g Some O Sufficient

PROBABILITY OF FINDING ADDITIONAL RECORDS:

& Low O Possible O High
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