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RECORD OF CONTACT

DATE: December 4, 1990

SUBJECT: The Medart Company
St. Louis, Missouri

PERSON CONTACTED: Mr. Walter L. Seigerest, President
Meeco, Inc.
1600 S. Kings Highway
St. Louis, Missouri 63110

3197223 -2

1. Mr. Seigerest was the sales manager at Medart during uranium turning
operations in the early 1950’s. Records indicate he and the
president of Medart, Mr. W. Seigerest, were present during a machine
demonstration. The purpose of the call was to verify the site
address and to obtain more information on the nature of the
operations.

2. He noted at the beginning that in the early 1950’s, "we had the
- largest concentration of uranium in the free world." Later he agreed
that operations were brief and few in number.

3. Mr. Seigerest said that the presumed site address, 180 Potomac
Street, had been replaced by a highway, although one building may
still be left. He would not confirm Potomac Street as the site,
claiming the machine was "the site" as it was a self-contained
system. That is, after bars were placed in the Medart machine, the
machine automatically turned them and collected the chips and dust in
drums. Mr. Seigerest also mentioned that the Medart Company later
operated at 1211/1213 Hadley Street.

4, The machine was sold to Catalytic Construction Company, the Fernald
general construction contractor. It was returned some years later,
decontaminated and sold at GSA auction.

5. Mr, Seigerest claimed that pertinent records are still held by the
Medart Company in Ohio and suggested any legal responsibility is
theirs. (The Medart Company is not listed in the Thomas Register of
Companies. Further, the trademark "Medart" belongs to Meeco, Inc.,
Mr. Seigerest’s company.)

6. I asked Mr. Seigerest about the Bliss & Laughlin Steel Company, as
their operations used a Medart machine. He indicated that the
equipment was scrapped long ago -- although there might still be one
piece in Buffalo -- after having sat for years on the back dock of
Medart’s Hadley Street building. The uranium was machined in the
building next to the foundry, where the ceiling height is 40 feet.
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He did not know for whom the uranium was machined. Jerry Brady was
the plant manager at the time and now lives in Qhio. Jack Mason,
Junior and Senior were plant workers/supervisors invelved in
operations.

Dan Stout
Weston/0TS



PRE
M -

/b
Cloa~ Lee — {,:ﬁ‘ ;e FESp o5 7Lb MO.9

5,m.-P/c A
OFFICE OF TECHNICAL SERVICES
12800 MIDDLEBROOK ROAD, SUITE 207
GERMANTOWN, MARYLAND
301-353-1281

FAX: 301-353-0750

DATE: //b /92

TO: d je~ £3j7§€j

ORGANIZATION: Ord

LOCATION:

FAX NUMBER: C/5- 5§76 - 3¢y
VERIFICATION:

FROM: .Déﬁa 5;5Vf'

COMMENTS : AW s 0_7.?4 re;mfﬂdyﬂ comlguaﬂ--
/*/:'4755-—»\ Col Dy e be < ble  fo tfroce

c ted é?;,— M. Sensees7s.

-evﬁ?Déﬂé?gga'L o~ N

Aope A5 4\8’&3’. |
s ?s:%

NUMBER OF PAGES
(EXCLUDING COVER)

.z

SUPPORTED BY H&R TECHNICAL ASSOCIATES, INC



The Former Medart Company
3535 DekKalb Avenue/180 Potomac Street
St. Louis, Missouri

Site Function

The Medart Company manufactured steel mill machining equipment which was
also useful in urapnium processing. In particular, the Medart two roll -
straightener was used for straightening up to twenty foot lengths of
uranium rods, and the Medart bar turning machine was used to remove
surface defects and finish rods to final diameter. The bar turning
machine had a separate dust collector and collected turnings in a pit for

subsequent drumming.

Records indicate three separate test operations at Medart In May 1951
eight boxes of uranium rods from Bethlehem Steel were to be shipped to
Medart. Use of the rods and final disposition are not known. In August
of 1951 an American Machine and Foundry representative reported on rod

- straightening tests. Six 1" diameter, 42" length target rods were tested
on the two roll straightener. Composition of the metal, referred to as an
alloy in the records, is not known. Lastly, in November 1952 National -
Lead of Ohio {NLO) surveyed the site for a one week test of bar turning
~machine operations.

Site'Descrigtiog

An on-site visit has not been conducted by the Department of Energy.. An
Atomic Energy Commission letter lists the site address as 180 Potomac
Street, while a 1952 St. Louis City Directory lists 3535 DeKalb as the
Medart address. Both streets intersect at approximately 150 Potomac/3500 -
DeKalb, so work was apparently performed in the general building cluster.
The Potomac Street site has been replaced by Interstate 55; addresses stop
at 160 Potomac and begin again at 2000, The building at 3535 DeKalb still
exists. A map of the area is attached. ' :

Owner History

The Medart Company originally owned the site. The building at 3535 DeKalb
is owned now by Cross Realty. The current owners have not been contacted.

Radiological History and Status

The site was surveyed in November 1952 by NLO during machine test
operations. Measurements of the machine during operatlon range fronk 250
disintegrations per minute per square meter (dpm/m°) to 40, 000 dpm/m“.
Measurements of the general area 20 to 50 feet away from the machine range
from 40 to 350 dpm/m°. The gu1ge11nes of the day Timited maximum
continuous exposure to 70 dpm/m°.



There are no records that the site has been decontaminated. According to
a former Medart employee, the bar turning machine was shipped to Fernald
for use at the Feed Materials Production Center. The machine was later
decontaminated and sold at auction.

While there i{s some potential for residual radioactivity, concentrations

. should be s1ight and restricted to dust collecting surfaces such as
overhead beams. ‘More information is required regarding the exact location
of test operations.
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