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Certification Docket 

Al-Tech Specialty Steel Corporation 
(the Former Allegheny-Ludlum Steel Corporation) 

Watervliet, New York, and Offsite Property in Dunkirk, New York 

Introduction 

The Department of Energy (DOE), Office of Nuclear Energy, Office of 
Terminal Waste Disposal and Remedial Action Projects (and/or predecessor 
agency, offices, and divisions) has reviewed the past activities of the Atomic 

Energy Commission (AEC) at the former Allegheny-Ludlum Steel Corporation 
site (now Al-Tech Specialty Steel Corporation), Watervliet, New York, and 

completed a radiological screening survey at this facility and at an offsite 
property (Al-Tech Specialty Steel Corporation plant in Dunkirk, New York) 

where some equipment previously used in the Commission’s operations is 

presently located. DOE has determined, based on a review of these surveys, that 
the conditions at both the Watervliet site and offsite property in Dunkirk are in 
compliance with current radiological guidelines and standards’ and that no 

potential for radiological exposure to persons exists beyond those resulting from 

natural background. Therefore, the Watervliet site and offsite property in 
Dunkirk are not being considered for inclusion in the Formerly Utilized Sites 
Remedial Action Program. 

Purpose 

The material in this docket consists of documents’ supporting the 
certification that the radiological conditions at the former Allegheny-Ludlum 
Steel Corporation site and offsite property are in compliance with current 

’ U.S. Department of Energy Interim Residual Contamination and Waste Control 
Guidelines for Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP) 
and Remote Surplus Facilities ,Management Program (SFMP) Sites, March 21, 
1984. 



radiological guidelines and standards determined to apply to this site and 
provides assurance that use of these areas will not result in any measurable 
radiological hazard to the general public. 

The certification docket will be archived by the Department of Energy 

through the Assistant Secretary for management and Administration. Copies of 

this docket will be maintained by the Department at DOE Reading Room in 

Washington, D.C., so that it will be accessible to members of the general public. 

Docket Contents 

A brief summary of the site description, history, and activities of AEC are 
discussed in Exhibit I of the certification package. 

Exhibit II of the certification docket contains copies of reports and 
correspondence supporting certification, a copy of the certification statement, 
and a copy of the Federal Register notice. 
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EXHIBIT I 

Summary of Activities at the 

Al-Tech Specialty Steel Corporation 
(Former Allegheny-Ludlum Steel Corporation) 

Watervliet, New York, and Offsite Property in Dunkirk, New York 

Site History 

The Al-Tech Watervliet plant was used in 1950, 1951, and 1952 for the 

processing of uranium metal for the AEC. The company, known as 

Allegheny-Ludlum at the time of the contract, rolled uranium billets into solid 

rods. The operation was on a developmental rather than a production scale. The 

contract called for the returning to the AEC all uranium-bearing material and 

any scrap generated in the operation to AEC. More definitive information on 

quantities of uranium processed is not available. The uranium operations were 
limited to the 14,inch rolling mill and an annealing furnace and were conducted 

only on weekends. AEC perjonnel were on hand during the rolling operations and 
carefully vacummed areas surrounding the rolling mill and made radiation 
measurements. However, no records are presently available. The primary 
purpose of the contract was to develop design criteria for the planned Fernald 

rolling mill. The I4-inch mill was removed in 1960 to a Dunkirk, New York, 

plant. The area where the mill operated in 1950 through 1951 is now used for 
metal and roller storage. The annealing.furnace is still in use but could be any 

one of four electric furnaces. Furnace liner material was replaced several times 
in the interim. This material is believed to have been buried in the company 
disposal yard. The building housing the operation has been rearranged and 

expanded significantly since 1951. 
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Site Description 

The facilities are owned and operated by Al-Tech Specialty Steel 

Corporation, formerly Allegheny-Ludlum Steel Corporation. The Watervliet site 
located on Spring Street Road was used for uranium processing and consists of a 

building and surrounding property (Figure I). The offsite property is another 

Al-Tech plant located in Dunkirk, New York, where the old I4-inch mill is in use. 

Radiological History and Status 

On August 19, 1976, alpha and beta-gamma survey measurements were made 

by Oak Ridge National Laboratory and Oak Ridge Operations Office personnel on 
surfaces in the involved areas. Measurements were also made in the company 

disposal yard. Since 1973, Al-Tech has mined the yard for metal recovery. This 
resulted in the recovery of materials previously covered by many years of waste 

disposal, i.e., furnace liner bricks. All radiation levels measured at the plant 
were indistinguishable from the natural background radiation. Because no 
elevated radioactivity was detected and only uranium was handled, in a 
relatively nondispersible form and on a limited developmental scale, Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory concluded that any radioactive residue from the AEC 
contract operation was insignificant and further surveys were not required. 

Although the equipment was only used for a short period of time, it was 
determined that a survey of the I4-inch rolling mill relocated to the Dunkirk, 

New York, facility would be necessary. In September 1980, Oak Ridge National 

Laboratory surveyed those portions of the mill that were still available. 
Radiation was measured to be at background levels, and it was concluded that no 
potential health hazards exist due to AEC activities at either the Watervliet site 

or the offsite property in Dunkirk. 
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Figure 1. Location of the Al-Tech Specialty Steel 
Corporation in Watervliet, New York 
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EXHIBIT II 

Summary of Activities at the 

Al-Tech Specialty Steel Corporation 
(Former Allegheny-Ludlum Steel Corporation) 

Watervliet, New York, and Offsite Property in Dunkirk, New York 

0 Thorton, William T. (OROO) to D.C. McCarter (Al-Tech Specialty Steel 
Corporation)--“Radiological Resurvey of Al-Tech Facilities Utilized in Early 
Atomic Energy Commission Contract Work,” August 5, 1976. 

0 Thorton, William T. (ERDA) to E.K. Loop (DSSC-HQ)--“Report of Findings: 
Al-Tech Specialty Steel Corporation,” September 20, 1976. 

0 Loop, E.K. (DSSC) to William T. Thorton (ERDA)--“Al-Tech Specialty Steel 
Corporation, ” September 29, 1976. 

0 ORNL Press Release: “ERDA Visits Watervliet Firm; No Plans for Further 
Survey,” October 12, 1976. 

0 Hart, R.J. (ERDA) to D.C. McCarter (Al-Tech Specialty Steel 
Corporation)-“Radiological Status of Al-Tech Facilities Utilized in Early 
Atomic Energy Commission Contract Work,” October 13, 1976. 

0 “Preliminary Survey of Al-Tech Specialty Steel Corporation, Watervliet, 
New York,” Oak Ridge National Laboratory, March 1980. 

0 Haywood, F.F. (ORNL) to Arnold Abriss (DOE)---“RASCA T Survey of Rolling 
LMill Used by Al-Tech Specialty Steel Corporation, Dunkirk, New York,” 
October I, 1980 (report attached). 
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” . . 
M. ASarter, Plant :Sacspzr 
A&Tech Dpeciali~~ Stsel Cerporxtloa 
Post *otYlce 3ax 91 
Uatarvtlet, Beu Yo* rua(t 

%a uil.l con,CFr, eta discusslans arrnnglng for Finer.9 ;(csexrch snd 
5evelopaunt AcWnfstratlon rasrsseatutlvss to visit toone AL2ech 
facilltic3 in Satamlict, ilcu York, u!!cii verz utilleed &da& tm aar~ 
l9jJ'a for umnlus n&al mUi; operations under AU contraat. Cn 
Jaruryy u, 1975, ZIIA s~suusd contml of all but tie ragdatory hnc- 
tions of AZ. Ps prt of sn overalL WA grogma, t&c tinit vill assist 
ua in evaluating the edcqusoy of osistin~ radlatlou records sad aeter- 
adniing tna need ior Udltlonel eurreya so t!! agency snd the contractor 
arg be sssuredthct cond.ltiono do noterf~tvnlciwub‘Je con*Wary to 
ourrent guicielbea for rsdhtion aootml, 

,., 
It 16 cuticigatad fn tie aheanca of adkquate reck f&et a rsdlsticm 
swcy of inVOlYt!d axBaa may be ~MxBKuy. If that is the aase, va would 
hope on this Yi6it CO Bexm inarzatLan ta alh us in devclcqin;; rite 
SpdfiC pb.liS fn O&U tC CO&UC-t 6 6-w. irith YOIX ~UZdSSiOXI, iZl tlw 
M6.r future. 
I&. Fred tiatr;ooci of the Osk ilidgw o'atlonel Lcboratary and I ylan to arrive 
iupst w, W7L. at 9:05 x.i iuld vu. cont6ct yuu u*pxl CrrlYsl. 

Your cooperation in this aattee is greatly cpprsciated. 

M.uAs ?. '2iiorntoTl 
. '~ Zes.Ltk ?bysicist 

iiralts ?rotectiun Xrenci 
&3ii ? 'u-m 

(JIVE.: 

Safety and Lwimnzcntsl Co&ml iX,ivlaion 

J. 4. Aaz~r, ~'1:: 
n. . . . iLS"iJ , .>:iir 
..Bp &- .*_,... 

oCp'==* %Lj- 
.SaP.er&...&, ..,.__ I --.-- - -.- ..,..____ ,... 210 ,..,,.,..... ..-. .,,,,.... i-... . . . . .._ -" ..-... . ..." ..." . . ..." - 

o.lsw a.-5-76,~ ~+ _.,.__. Q ..C.?4 .._..... ?frZkZG _....__.. i--.- _.............................................._..................-..... ..-....._-......- 1 Form .Aec-318 moT. 9.13, AECAI QUO *a . . .*"~me"~*2."tm"O 01.150 1".--Iu 
s""*rrrf ..~omt~6nd~r .~.. ,.........,.,..... ,....,. ,,~~, ..__.........._. 77 LW . . . . . . . . . ..-- - . . . 
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E. K. Loop, C!!isf, Process Facilities Safety uraoch, ESC-Hq 

IthPaRT UF FI;'ii)I:liS: AL-TECH SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATIOli 

On kuyust 19. 1976, Fred F. HaSwood. ORAL. and I visftad tie Al-Tech 
. plant in Katdrvliet, Zcw York, to isake 3 prelt~;inafy d5sc53wilt of tile 

radlolocjical status of facllitias utiltzed during 1353-57 for AX 
contrxt 'wrk irwr;llvin.; ursnim. ;iisc~ssions wara &id witi 3. ironald 
FUdrter. Hnr.t Aanal;rr. i!r. Ted timis, wo ras ianillar :ritn t:~e sub- 
ject upti, assistad in iimfifyin:' involved plant dress. ~allwrin~ 
IS a statixient Of fifK!imjs: 

&aratiorls tiisitorv. Tr1-2 coqdny, knowi as iilleyheny-:Lirdlm at thi2 tfcs, 
tY UP contract. rolled urahl\rsl billets to soltci rods. fl~r operatioo 
uds cn 3 devclopental rather than a oroductioo scaie. i!le cantract 
called for return to the XC of all uranic-bearing ~~:wial and any scrap 
senarated to the operation. pora ilefinitive tnfOK.;~Lltjn on quantities 
of urahlm Srocessad 4s nut dvztle5lti. AEC operations LiWS rapr;adly 
llmlted to t>e 14intiq rolling ioil1 and an aoriealio; furnace snd rwe 
conducted only on i+~eKcnos. Rimar~ jwryose of thr contrdctm ti, de- 
velop tiesip criteria for t‘rr planned Fendld rolling nill. 

located and is now used for mtal ahd roller storage. The annedlih~ 
furnace is still i:r use ;iut could tc anpow of fcur slcctr1c furnaces. 
Furnaca liner sutcrial nas %WI replaced several tiws in the interira. 
Tba wfldiny nousin; the operation'hds oecn rearranged and expawiad 
slwif1cantly since i951. 

Pr+li3lnarv Surv~ r'fndirms. Alpha and Beta-gasoia survey eeasurewits were 
siaat! on surTaco: In tnr involved artas. :iaasurazz*nts lrere also oade in 
Lhr cziiany Ulsposal ,yard. TIE yard xas sein:! Mneti durin; tir? iast cwce 
years for (*Cal value recovery rrlsulting in i.ile rcsurnction of r,iaterials; 
I.&. furnace linw wicks. p2ricusly covwrd by warty y2at-s of haste 
diS:mSdl. S;rrvry5 detected no radlatlon levels tiovc naturally occurring 
backgwnd. 
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/ 
Evaluation 3n", Ccnclusions. Sfnce no e'levated radioactlvlty MS detected 

/' 
anu slncr only uranic *as nsndlad, md that 01: a lhltzd 4cvelopnmtal 
scale, it is concluded ttiat any raaiodctive residual from AEC contract 
operation 1s inslg~ificant arid furtner“surveys are not requirai;. 

Kecaxmnddtlon. It 1s recrxsimded tnat further surveys not La xde. 

The coqx~.n; :Ias had several inquiries from local press since ihe EfIDA 
i&sur~ey Progm ms mde public in May l37ti and requests tnat if a radt- 
atjon clearance can Le givxi for Al-Tc?Cdi facflitios that tils information 
oe cwmcicatcd py EKOA to local press. 

3%FW !~as prepared a pruss release, copy enclosed, and will issue in 
the Alhiny, iiar York area u;ron rr= .celpt of :lQ concurrence with tnc aDove 
recomendation. 

w,G,NAL SIG:iiD.eb 
&.L.DlORNTON 

OSdXiliT 

Enclosurc:J c+F'ir 
Press !&lease 

illlllam T. Thorntm 
Health Physicist 
Healti Protection aranch 
Safety and Erwirrmirmtal Control Utvirlo~ 

cc: J. ii. Gmge, PI0 
r< d. 3, ifilVISr S&X 
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E. K. Lcop, Cl;icf 
Procscs Facilities Safety Zracch 
Pivision of Szfcty, ~kmdards, 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE -----se ---- ;&eN-g;e No. - Area Code 615 
- Extension 3-4231 

ERDA VISITS WATERVLIET FIRM; 
NO PLANS FOR FURTHER SURVEY 

The Energy Research and Development Administration announced today that 

as a result of a preliminary visit to Al Tech Specialty Steel Corporation 

(formerly Allegheny-Ludlum Steel Corporation) in Watervliet, N. Y., no 

further radiation surveys of the facility will be required. 

An ERDA health physicist,who visi.ted the facility WAUYJS: 19 for 

d?scussions with.Al T&h officials and to examine the~facility. could find no 

evidence of radiation in excess of naturally occurring (background) radiation 

levels. ERDA said it plans no further visits to the site, thus completing its 

update of radiological records on the facility. 

The Watervliet plant was used briefly during the period 1950-1951 for 

the processing of naturally radioactive uranium metal for the former Atomic 

Energy Commission (AEC). 

The AEC began a program in 1974 to identify and survey sites used for 

atomic-energy related activities in the 1940's and 1950's. The surveys 

were made at sites where radiological information was insufficient to 

assure that there were no health or safety problems. ERDA inherited the 



survey program when it took over many of the AEX’s functions in 1975. 

# # ty 

EDITORS NOTE: Enclosed for your additional information is a copy of 
a press release with attachments concerning the National 
survey program. The release was issued by ERDA Headquarters 
on September 16, 1976. 

(Retyped -- original was illegible) 

October 12, 1976 
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! October 13, 1976 

UNITED STATES 
ENERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION 

OAK RIDGE OPERATIONS 
P.O.BOXE 

OAK RIDGE, TENNESSEE 37830 

Mr. D. C. McCarter, Works Manager 
Al-Tech Specitity Steel Corporation 
Post Office Box 91 
Watervliet, New York ma9 

Dear Mr. McCerter: . 

BADIOMGICAI, STATUS OF AI.,-TECB FACILITIE UTILIZED iN E4RI.X ATOMIC ENERGY 
COMMISSION COFiR4CT WORK 

On August 19, 1976. representatives of the Energy Research znd Development 
Administration visitd the Al-Tech plant located on Spring Streez Reed in 
WC.emiiet, New Pork, to reevaluate the radiologicel st2tus cf the subject 
facil'+z-ss -**A- Rationale underlying this EPDA effort ves indi:zted in the 
introductory ietter to you dated August 5, 1976, from Willizm T. Thornton 
of my stzff. 

Based on our finding the.t (1) radiation levels as measured in the plant are 
indistinguishable from naturally occurring background levels, (2) AEC con- 
tract work wes on a very limited scale, and (3) only uranium in 2 relatively 
non-dispersable form ves handled, it is concluded that no potential for a 
radiation-related health and safety problem exists is the subject facilities 
and that further formal radiation surveys are not warrented. 

~CiOSed for your files is a copy of our report documenting the findings 
during the August 19 visit. Also enclosed is B copy of the EBDA statement 
being issued to local press affirming our conclusions. 

Your cooperation in 'his matter is very much appreciated. 
Sincerely, !.- . 

_' 

OSH:WTT 
Enciosures : 
As stated. 

& -;/en,;?; 
. . = I DSSC-HQ, th+n. 

F. V. Stmisa, NY 
C. A. Keller, AM0 
J. W. P.ange, PI0 

Travis, S&EC 



PRELIMINARY SURVEY OF 

AL-TECH SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION 

WATERVLIET, NEW YORK 

Work performed 
by the 

Health and Safety Research Division 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory 

Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 

March 1980 

OAK RIDGE NATIONAL LABORATORY 
operated by 

UNION CARBIDE CORPORATION 
for the 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
as part of the 

Formerly Utilized Sites-- 
Remedial Action Program 



AL-TECH SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION 
WATERVLIET, NEW YORK 

At the request of the Department of Energy (DOE, then ERDA), a 

preliminary survey was performed ,at the Al-Tech Specialty Steel Corporation 

plant in Watervliet, New York (see Fig. l), on August 19, 1976, to 

assess the radiological status of those facilities utilized in Atomic 

Energy Commission (AEC) contract activities during 1950 through 1951. 

D. C. McCarter, Works Manager. provided information about the project 

and identified plant areas involved in the project. Ted Owens, who was 

familiar with the contract work, also provided information and assisted 

in identifying involved plant areas. Contract work with the company, 

known as Allegheny-Ludlum at the time, involved the development of a 

process to convert rolled uranium billets into solid rods. The contract 

specified that all uranium-bearing material and any scrap generated in 

the operation be returned to the AEC. All work performed at this site 

was limited to a 36-an rolling mill and an annealing furnace and was 

performed only on weekends. Mctarter reported that AEC personnel were 

on hand during the rolling operations and that they carefully vacuumed 

areas surrounding the rolling mill and made radiation measurements. 

Present Use of Facilities 

The 36-cm rolling mill was removed to a Dunkirk, New York, plant in 

1960. The area where the mill was located is presently used for metal 

and roller storage. Any of the four existing electric annealing furnaces 

could have been the one used in the process. However, furnace liner 

bricks have been replaced in each furnace several times since the project 

terminated. It was believed that old furance liner bricks may have been 

buried in the company disposal yard. For about three years prior to 

this preliminary survey, the disposal yard had been mined to reclaim 
various types of metal which had been placed in the landfill. It was 
assumed that this operation was to continue indefinitely. 

Results of Preliminary Survey 

The preliminary survey was conducted by F. F. Haywood of the Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory and W. T. Thornton of the DOE/Oak Ridge 
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Operations Office. A survey was conducted of the area where the 36-cm 

rolling mill had been located. the annealing furnaces, and the company 

disposal yard. The survey consisted of direct measurements of alpha 

activity and beta-gama dose-rate measurements (open- and closed-window 

Geiger-Mueller survey meter) made at 1 cm from surfaces. The direct 

alpha measurements were made in contact with the surfaces surveyed. 

Special attention was given to furnace liner bricks which had been 

uncovered in the company disposal yard. All measurements taken at the 

Al-Tech Specialty Steel Corporation were within typical background 

levels for the state of New York. 

It was concluded that no present or potential radiation-related 

health hazard exists due to post-MED/AEC operations, and that no further 

DOE survey is required at the Al-Tech Specialty Steel Corporation in 

Watervliet, New York. Measurements at other rolling mill facilities 

have revealed beta-gamma radiation levels up to 42 mrad/hr. Therefore, 

it is recoamrended that an effort be made to locate the machinery used by 

Al-Tech SO that a survey of that equipment can be performed. 



Fig. 1. Location of the Al-Tech Specialty Steel Corporation in Watervliet, 
New York. 



OAK RIDGE NATIONAL LABORATORY 
OPEnATCu Bl 

UNION CARB:DE CORPORAT!ON 
NUCLEAR CIVISIO:I 

POST OFFICE BOX X 

OAK RIDGE. TEMHESSEE 37830 

October 1, 1980 

Mr. Arnold Abriss 
U. S. Department of Energy 
Environmental and Safety Engineering Division 
Nuclear Branch 
Washington, D. C. 20545 

Dear Mr. Abriss: 

RASCA - Survey of Rollinq Mill Used by 
Al-Tech Soecialty Steel Corooratjon, 

Dunkirk, New York 

Attached, please find four copies of our letter report for the 
subje:t survey conducted on September 33, 1980. As you can see, there 
were no elevated radiation levels observed on the original mill stands 
and associated shoe plates. We feel that no additional survey work is 
required at the Gunkirk site. 

Sincerely, 

W./g &&u&Y 
F. F. Haywood 
R&CA Program Manager, ORN!. 

FFH:ror 

cc: P. S. Rohwer 

rcjenc: W. R. Bibb 

'.T 



SURVEY OF ROLLING MILL USED BY 

AL-TECH SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION 

DUNKIRK, NEW YORK 

Work performed Work performed 
by the by the 

Health and Safety Research Division Health and Safety Research Division 
Oak Ridge Nstionai Laboratory Oak Ridge Nstionai Laboratory 

Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 

September 1980 

OAK RIDGE NATIONAL LABORATORY 
operated by 

UNION CARBIDE CORPORATION 
for the 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
as part of the 

Formerly Utilized Site+- 
Remedial Action Program 



SURVEY OF ROLLING MILL USED BY 
AL-TECH SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION 

DUNKIRK, NEW YORK 

A radiological survey was conducted at the Al-Tech Special%y Steel 

Corporation Plant in Dunkirk, New York, on September 23, 198O,$y repre- 

!entatives of Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL). The subject of the 

&adiological survey was a portion of the original 36-cm (14-inch) bar 

mill used in converting uranium billets into solid rods. It was con- 

cluded in the "Preliminary Survey of Al-Tech Specialty Steel Corporation, 

Watervliet. New York" letter, report (see attachment) that the mill be 

surveyed due to the potential for residual contamination as has been 

found at other bar mills involved in rolling uranium metal. 

The 36-cm mill was relocated in 1960 from the Watervliet plant to 

the one used by Al-Tech at Dunkirk, New York. Three stands and associated 

shoe plates of the original mill are currently used in routine operations. 

Two stands and associated shoe plates were removed from the original 

mill and placed in a scrap metal yard. The rollers used during opera- 

tions have been scrapped for a number of years (verbal cornnunication with 

Jim Trabits, manager of engineering and maintenance). 

Survey Results 

The mill stands and associated shoe plates located in the mill 

building and scrap yard at Dunkirk were surveyed. Measurements in- 

cluded a gansna-scan of all accessable equipment surfaces, a beta-gamma 

scan of selected equipment surfaces, and alpha activity at random 

locations on equipment surfaces. All measurements taken on equipment 

surfaces resulted in no radiation levels significantly above background 

levels. 

Conclusions 
c Since all radiological measurements taken both at the Watervliet 

'and Dunkirk plants of Al-Tech Spec,ialtj Steel Corporation have resulted 
'Y.. 
in radiation levels within background levels, it is concluded that no 
present or potential radiation-related health hazards exist due to 

previous Manhattan Engineer District (MED)/Atomic Energy Commission (AEC)- 
related activities. It is recommended that no further Department of 

Energy (DOE) radiological survey: be performed at these sites and that 

they are released by DOE for unrestricted use. 



Reply: NE-24 

Subject: Recommendation for Certification of Acceptable Radiological 
Conditions and Termination from the Formerly Utilized Sites 
Remedial Action Program: Bethlehem Steel Corporation, 
Lackawanna, New York; Al-Tech Specialty Steel Corporation 
(the former Allegheny-Ludlum Steel Corporation), Watervliet, 
New York, and offsite property in Dunkirk, New York; Hooker 
Specialty Chemicals Division, Hooker Chemical and Plastic 
Corporation (Former Hooker Electrochemical Division), Niagara 
Falls, New York; and Columbia University, New York, New York. 

TO: William K. Voigt, Jr., Acting Director 
Office of Terminal Waste Disposal 
and Remedial Action 

I am attaching for your signature the statements of certification and the 

Federal notice of certifications of the following sites: 

0 Bethlehem Steel Corporation, Lackawanna, New York; 

0 Al-Tech Specialty Steel Corporation (the former Allegheny-Ludlum 
Steel Corporation), Watervliet , 
Dunkirk, New York; 

New York, and Offsite Property in 

0 Hooker Specialty Chemicals Division, Hooker Chemicals and Plastic 
Corporation (formerly Hooker Electrochemical Division), Niagara 
Falls, New York; and 

0 Columbia University, New York, New York. 

These four site? had been utilized by the Manhattan Engineer District (MED) 
and/or the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) during the early years of nuclear 

research, development, and production. Since that time, radiological surveys 
and/or screening surveys have been conducted at these sites to determine the 
radiological conditions at these sites. 

The Bethlehem Steel Corporation was under contract with AEC during the 
period 1949 through 19.51 to roll natural uranium billets into l-1/2 inch rods for 
use as reactor fuel. Screening surveys were conducted at the Bethelehem Steel 

plant in 1976 and 1980 by Oak Ridge National Laboratory. These surveys 
detected no levels of radioactivity above background levels at the facility. 

I 



The former Allegheny-Ludlum Steel Corporation processed uranium billets 

into solid rods under contract with AEC during the early 1950s at their 

Watervliet plant. In 1960, the Ill-inch mill used for AEC operations was removed 
from Watervliet to a Dunkirk plant. On August 19, 1976, Oak Ridge National 

Laboratory conducted a screening survey of the former Allegheny-Ludlum Steel 
site in Watervliet. Later in September 1980, Oak Ridge National Laboratory 

conducted a survey of the remaining portions of the mill that had been relocated 
in Dunkirk. These surveys detected no levels of radioactivity above background 
levels. 

The former Hooker Electrochemical Division of the Hooker Chemical 

Company under contract with IMED from January 1943 until shortly after World 

War II, performed chemical processing (slag recovery) of uranium-bearing 
materials as a precursor to uranium recovery. A radiological survey was 
conducted by Oak Ridge National Laboratory in October 1976 at the Hooker 
Chemical Company site. The final survey report, published in January 1977, 
documented the residual radioactivity levels as within current Federal and state 

guidelines for unrestricted use. 

Columbia University was a major contributor to research and development 

efforts during the early years of nuclear development under MED and later under 
AEC. Research included work on isotope separation (centrifuge and gaseous 

diffusion), the nuclear chain reaction, and on atomic pile. Five buildings at 
Columbia University were identified as used by the IMED and the AEC. All 
buildings, except for Nash, are currently involved in radioactive work, licensed 
by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and the City of New York. On August 

16, 1976, Oak Ridge Operations Office personnel visited the Columbia University 
campus to determine if conditions warranted a radiological survey of the site. .It 

was concluded based on this site visit and screening survey that the 
contamination due to IMED operations was adequately decontaminated by the 
University and no additional actions were warranted by DOE. 

Based on a review of pertinent documents, the Director of the Division of 
Remedial Actions Projects has determined that the conditions at these four sites 
are below the current criteria for remedial actions. Therefore, no remedial 
action is required and these sites are not to be considered for inclusion in the 

Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program. 
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Following your concurrence in the certifications, this office will notify 

interested state and local agencies, the public, the specific property owners of 

the certification actions by correspondence announcements as appropriate. The 
documents transmitted with the statements of certification and the Federal 
Register notice will be compiled in final docket form by the Division of 
Remedial Action Projects for retention in accordance with DOE Order 1324.2 

(Disposal Schedule 25). 

J.E. Baublitz, Director 
Division of Remedial Action Projects 
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STATEMENT OF CERTIFICATION 
Al-Tech Specialty Steel Corporation 

(Former Allegheny-Ludlum Steel Corporation) 
Watervliet, New York, and Offsite Property in Dunkirk, New York 

The Office of Terminal Waste Disposal and Remedial Action has reviewed 
and analyzed historical data from the developmental scale operations and the. 

radiological screening suryey data obtained at the Former Allegheny-Ludlum 
Steel Corporation, in Watervliet, New York, and the offsite property in Dunkirk, 
New York. Based on this analysis the Department of Energy certifies that the 

former Al!egheny-Ludlum Steel Corporation Watervliet site and offsite property 
in Dunkirk are in compliance with applicable radiological guidelines and 
standards. This certification of compliance provides assurance that the use of 
these properties will result in no radiological exposure above applicable criteria 7 

and standards to members of the general public or to site occupants. Therefore, 

this site and offsite property are not being considered for inclusion in the 

Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program. 

By: 

William R. Voigt, Jr., Acting Director 
Office of Terminal Waste Disposal 
and Remedial Action 

Date: 



DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Office of Nuclear Energy 

Certification of the Radiological Condition 
of the Bethlehem Steel Corporation, 

Lackawanna, New York 

Al-Tech Specialty Steel Corporation, 
(The Former Allegheny-Ludlum Steel Corporation), 

Watervliet, New York, and Offsite Property in Dunkirk, New York 

Hooker Specialty Chemicals Division, 
Hooker Chemicals and Plastic Corporation, 

(The Former Hooker Electrochemical Division), 
Niagara Falls, New York 

Columbia University, New York, New York 

AGENCY: Office of Terminal Waste Disposal and Remedial Action 

ACTION: Notice of Certification 

SUMMARY: The Department of Energy has reviewed the past activities of 

the Manhattan Engineer District and/or Atomic Energy Commission and has 
completed radiological surveys and/or screening surveys at four sites and one 

associated property: 

0 The Bethlehem Steel Corporation site located at 2558 Hamburg 
Turnpike, Lackawanna, New York; 

0 The Former Allegheny-Ludlum Steel Corporation site located on 
Spring Street Road, Watervliet, New York, and offsite property, an 
AL-TECH Specialty Steel Corporpation plant located on Willowbrook 
Avenue, Dunkirk, New York; 

0 The Former Hooker Electrochemical Division site located on Buffalo 
Avenue, Niagara Falls, New York; 

0 The Columbia University site in New York, New York. 

As a result the Department, through the Office of Terminal Waste Disposal and 

Remedial Actions, has issued the four staiements entitled: 

1. STATEMENT OF CERTIFICATION, BETHLEHEM STEEL 
CORPORATION, LACKAWANNA, NEW YORK. 



2. STATEMENT OF CERTIFICATION, AL-TECH SPECIALTY 
STEEL CORPORATION (THE FORMER ALLEGHENY-LUDLUM 
STEEL CORPORATION), WATERVLIET, NEW YORK, AND 
OFFSITE PROPERTY IN DUNKIRK, NEW YORK. 

3. STATEMENT OF CERTIFICATION, HOOKER SPECIALTY 
CHEMICALS DIVISION, HOOKER CHEMICALS AND PLASTIC 
CORPORATION (FORMER HOOKER ELECTROCHEMICAL 
DIVISION), NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK. 

4. STATE.MENT OF CERTIFICATION, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK. 

The Office of Terminal Waste Disposal and Remedial Action has reviewed 
the decontamination efforts and/or surveys conducted at these four sites. Based 
on these reviews, the Department of Energy has certified that these sites are in 
compliance with applicable radiological guidelines and standards, and are 
released from the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

J.E. Baublitz, Director 
Division of Remedial Action Projects (NE-24) 
Office of Terminal Waste Disposal 

and Remedial Action (NE-20) 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Washington, D.C. 20545 
(30 I) 353-5272 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Department of Energy has established 

a program to characterize and, where necessary, correct the radiological 

conditions at sites formerly used by the Army Corps of Engineers’ [Manhattan 

Engineer District and the Atomic Energy Commission during the early years of 
nuclear research, development, and production. The ultimate objective of the 

program is to ensure that formerly utilized sites, and any associated properties 
in their vicinity, can .be certified within current radiological guidelines and 
applicable standards estaolished to protect the general public. The Bethlehem 
Steel Corporation, the former Allegheny-Ludlum Steel Corporation, the Former 
Hooker Electrochemical Division, and Columbia University located in New York 
are four of these sites. 



The Bethlehem Steel Corporation during the period 1949 through 1951 was 
under contract with AEC to roll natural uranium billets into l-1/2 inch rods for 

use in reactors. Screening surveys were conducted at the Bethlehem Steel plant 

in 1976 and 1980 by Oak Ridge National Laboratory. These surveys detected no 
levels of radioactivity above background levels at the facility. 

The former Allegheny-Ludlum Steel Corporation processed uranium billets 
into solid rods under contract with the AEC during the early 1950’s at their 
Watervliet plant. In 1960, the 14-inch mill was removed from Watervliet to a 
Dunkirk plant which was considered an offsite property in the investigation. On 

August 19, 1976, Oak Ridge National Laboratory conducted a radiological 
screening survey of the former Allegheny-Ludlum Steel site in Watervliet. Later 

in September 1980, Oak Ridge National Laboratory conducted a survey of the 
remaining portions of the mill relocated at the offsite property in Dunkirk. 

These surveys detected no levels of radioactivity above background levels. 

The former Hooker Electrochemical Division, of the Hooker Chemical 

Company under contract with (MED from January 1943 until shortly after World 
War II, performed chemical processing (slag recovery) of uranium-bearing 
materials as a precursor to uranium recovery. A radiological survey was 
conducted by Oak Ridge National Laboratory in October 1976 at the Hooker 

Chemical Company Site. The final survey report, published in January 1977, 

documented the residual radioactivity levels measured at this site are within 

NRC Guidelines for Decontamination of Facilities and Equipment Prior to 
Release for Unrestricted Use or Termination of Licences for By-Product Source, 
or Special Nuclear (Material, USNRC (December 1975). 

The Columbia University was involved in research and development efforts 

under IMED during the early years of nuclear development and later under AEC. 
Buildings utilized for the !MED/AEC work at Columbia included Pupin, 

Schermerhorn, Havemeyer, Nash, and possibly Prentiss. Research included work 
on isotope separation, the nuclear chain reaction, and an atomic pile. Five 
buildings at Columbia University were identified as used by the lMED and the 

AEC. All buildings, except for Nash, are currently involved in radioactive work, 
licensed by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and the City of New York. On 



August 16, 1976, Oak Ridge Operations Office personnel visited the Columbia 

University campus to determine if conditions warranted a radiological survey of 
the site. It was determined that the site did not need remedial action.. 

These findings are supported by the Department of Energy’s “Certification 
Docket for Bethlehem Steel Corporation, Lackawanna, New York,” 

“Certification Docket for Al-Tech Specialty Steel Corporation (the Former 
Allegheny-Ludlum Steel Corporation), Watervliet, New York, and Offsite 

Property in Dunkirk, New York,” “Certification Docket for Hooker Specialty 

Chemicals ‘Division, Hooker Chemicals and Plastic Corporation, (Former Hooker 
Electrochemical Division), Niagara Falls, New York,” and “Certification Docket 
for Columbia University, New York, New York.” These dockets will be available 

for review between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday (except 

Federal holidays), at the Department of Energy’s Public Document Room located 

in Room IE-190 of the Forrestal Building, 1000 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 

Dated: 

William R. Voigt, Jr., Acting Director 
Office of Terminal Waste Disposal 

and Remedial Action 


