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Shpack to cost Tl 15 
Company agrees to pay share of $70M cleanup bill 

BY RICK FOSTER 
SUN CHRONICLE STAFF 

Texas Instruments has agreed to re-
imburse the federal government $15 mil-
lion as part of a consent decree covering 
costs of removing radioactive contamina-
tion from the former Shpack landfill on 
the Norton-Attleboro line. 

According to the agreement, the Dal-
las-based company will pay the Army 
Corps of Engineers within 15 days. Texas 
Instruments did not acknowledge any lia-
bility as part of the settlement. 

At least $70 million has been spent on 
the years-long cleanup, according to pa-
pers filed in connection with the lawsuit. 

Texas Instruments could not be reached 

. Tuesday for a statement regarding the set-
tlement. The consent decree was filed Nov. 
8 in U.S. District Court in Boston. 

Texas Instruments, which merged 
with Metals and Controls in 1959, worked 
with radioactive materials at its Attle-
boro plant from 1959 to 1981, according to 
the complaint filed by the Justice Depart-
ment. 

A time to celebrate 

The suit claimed that the company ar-
ranged for disposal of radioactive Urani-
um-234, -235 and -238 at the Shpack site 
stemming from nuclear fuel operations 
at the Attleboro plant, in part from con-
tracts with the former U.S. Atomic Ener-
gy Commission and other, commercial, 
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The Attleboro Landfill, right, and the Shpack Landfill Superfund site in the center. 
Peckham Street and Union Road at the Attleboro-Norton line are on the left of this 
aerial photo shot earlier this month. 

Tl: Company to pay $15 million 
FROM PAGE A:L 

entities. Radium-226 used 
in making items such as 
thermostats and circuit 
breakers also was found, 
according to the document. 

The Schpack landfill, 
which was used by busi-
nesses as well as residents, 
was found by the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission in 
the 1970s to be contaminat-
ed with radiation, accord-
ing to the Justice Depart-
ment complaint. 

Court documents also 
said a survey found elec-
trical components, a sign 
identified as coming from 
Texas Instruments and 
ashes from uranium-con-
taining zirconium chips 

dumped by the company. 
In 2009, according to the 

complaint, Texas Instru· 
ments and 10 other poten-
tially responsible parties 
signed a consent degree to 
address chemical contami-
nation at the site. 

The Army Corps of 
Engineers spent sever-
al years removing radio-
active materials from the 
site. 

It began the operation 
in 2005 and completed dig-
ging in July 2011. 

The excavation includ-
ed more than 50,000 cu-
bic yards of contaminated 
soil, and more than 35,000 
cubic yards of radioactive 
soil was shipped to a stor-
age site in Clive, utah. 

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency is 
now undertaking removal 
of chemical contaminants 
from the site. Well inspec-
tion and surveys of the 
parcel are expected to be-
gin next month. 

Excavation of the chem-
ical contaminants are 1\X-
pected to begin in the 
spring, and could be com-
pleted in 2014. 

The 9.4-acre Shpack site 
straddles the Norton-Attle-
boro line, with six acres in 
Norton and 3.4 acres in At-
tleboro. 

The Norton side of the 
site operated as a landfill 
from 1946 to 1975. The At-
tleboro side operated from 
19'i'i to 1965. 
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and 2008, before taking 
leave to work as the Mas-
sachusetts political direc-
tor for Obama for America 
during the 2008 presiden-
tial campai~n. 

and online initiatives. 
Patrick tapped Ryan to 

lead the transition in lead-
ership at the MBTA in 
2009. ' 

Ryan worked with ~n 
independent team, le!d by 
David D'Alessandro, ~o 

lion Secretary Rich Dav-
ey as MBTA general man-
ager. 

In 2010, Ryan worked as 
the deputy campaign man-
ager for Patrick's re-elec-

, tion campaign before be-
coinin director of com-
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in September, cmnp:are 
Ed Pariseau Jr. 

North Attleboro said.Jfe 
down in the market, 
munities could be a 
ket after a large nurnber• ! 

"We're seeing all 
the inventory of ava,ilal>le,J 
ly. 

He said sales for his 
substantially. 

Thea Doherty of KeJlsin.gtol 
boro said the figures 
some potential buyers might 

"Some people see spring as 
house," she said. 

Overall sales of single-faJnil:v 
boro area totaled 118 
tober 2011. 

The numbers represent "" ''"" ''" 
Mansfield, Norfolk, North Attleb!n:: 
ville, Rehoboth, Seekonk and 

Year-to-date sales statistics 
mained strong, however. 

A total of 1,163 homes were sold 
months of 2012, compared with 
period in 2011. That's an inc1rea1>e 

Sales of Massachusetts smgle•-fant 
again in October, increasing 21 oer·c~riV'illl 

. earlier, according to the latest rpn,nrf,,l\:1111 
Group, publisher of Banker & Tr>tde,:rr 
4,044 single-family homes sold 
Bay State, compared with 3,340 in 

Year-to-date sales are up almost 
39,491, compared with 32,428 during 
year ago. 

"Home sales for the. first 10 months 61 
already surpassed sales in all of 
CEO Timothy M. Warren Jr. said. 
gage rates, an improved economy 

. sumer confidence are boosting the 
Massachusetts and around the cmmtJrv.'1l 

The median price of single-family 
unchanged at $270,000 in October. 

In October, condominium sales 
percent, increasing to 1,607 from 1,080 
Year-to-date condo sales are up 29 
from 12,559 during the same 
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