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T h e i n d u stri e s t h at b uilt t h e Attl e b or o ar e a o v er 
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f e d er al. g o v er n m e nt' s S u p erf u n d N ati o n al Pri orit y 
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P att er s o n sit e i n M a n sfi el d. 
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million at Shpack and will likely spend $70 million by the time the cleanup is over.

Tim Beauchemin, project manager with the Corps, said he expects radioactive soil removal at the site to end
in July and demobilization by September.

After that, the Environmental Protection Agency will take over the cleanup.

Bob Cianciarulo, EPA manager of Superfund cleanups in Massachusetts, said once the Corps is done,
planning for the secondary cleanup will probably take the rest of the year.

All told, Cianciarulo said the government was still about three to four years away from the end of cleanup at
Shpack.

Although among toxic waste cleanups, the Superfund National Priority List gets most of the political and
media attention, there are thousands of state and federally-mandated environmental hazards in
Massachusetts that public health officials say could end up being just as serious as a Superfund.

Attleboro Health Agent Jim Mooney said in many ways Superfund is a political designation and the most
critical aspect of any waste site is whether it threatens water resources.

In that way, Attleboro is somewhat protected by having over 90 percent of residents connected to city
water, Mooney said.

Because of its proximity to homes, the Walton & Lonsbury site on North Avenue, a defunct former metal
plating plant where hexavalent chromium and other carcinogens entered the soil, is probably the most
closely watched current cleanup.

The Mendon Road site in South Attleboro, where cyanide was found, is also a significant toxic waste
cleaunup that never reached Superfund status.

A search of the EPA's online database found 33 federally recognized hazard sites in the 10 Attleboro area
communities.

The state Department of Environmental Protection database lists seperate 297 hazards, ranging from
highway off-ramps to Superfunds, in Attleboro alone. North Attleboro has 166 DEP registered sites and
Mansfield 115.

"When you talk about pollutants, the first question is whether it near drinking water, the second is whether
people could come in contact with it" Moooney said. "Everything is measured in terms of risk."

Patrick Anderson covers Mansfield for The Sun Chronicle. He can be reached at 508-236-0336 or at

panderson@thesunchronicle.com.

http://www.thesunchronicle.com/articles/2011/05/22/news/9585370.prt 6/3/2011
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