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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY . 
NEW YORK DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS . 

REPLYTO 
ATTENTION OF 

JACOB K. JAVITS FEDERAL BUILDING 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10278-0090 
September 18, -: 2003 

--Programs-and Project Management Division 

Mr. Steven J. Edmond, 
County Engineer 
County of. Passaic 
401 Grand Street 
Paterson, NJ 07505 

Dear Mr.· Edmond: 

I enjoyed our September 3rd telephone conversation with 
regard to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (the Corps) 
activities at the Wayne Interim Storage Site (WISS), and . 
look forward to continuing our dialogue. As discussed, this 
letter expands on.the-Corps' proposal for safely managing. 
potentially contaminated subsurface soil a·t the intersection 
of Pompton Plains Cross and Black.Oak Ridge Road in the 
Township of Wayne. It is my hope that this letter.will prove. 
useful. in your interactions with the County's ·Public Works 
Committee on this matter. 

The location and extent of the material in question is 
shown on Enclosure 1. This material is considered· • 
inaccessible under the approved Record of Decision for 
remediation of the WISS until such time as the County makes 
it accessible, and poses no potential health risks. in its · 
current subsurf~ce location. The potential health concern is 
·if the material is.disturbed and released.into the 
.environment before we determine how.it needs· to:be managed. 
The Corps believes that a mutually acceptable and formalized 
understanding with Passaic County is the most effective 
mechanism to address that concern. · To that end, ·Enclosure 2 
presents some ideas on how such an arrangement might work. 
Further coordination between the Corps and the County is of 

• course required to develop 'the details, ·and any agreement 
would be documented and adopted by both parties. But the 
basic premise of an agreement would be early notification by 
the County to the Corps.of any plans for-construction in. the 
area of the intersection. This would allow the Corps to 

· respond accordingly based on the scope,-location and nature 
of the work.-. · · · · 

The alternative to establishing such an agreement would .. 
be a dedicated project to remove· .the material under the 
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intersection. Based on prior experience at the WISS,·_ the -­
Corps estimates this· would·take approximately six months to 

. complete, assuming full access to and closure. of the · 
intersection.·. If the County elected to maintain. traffic 
through the intersection utilizing alternate.lane closures, 
the work could take up to two years to complete, depending' 
on the closure Configurations; 

It is anticipated that routine road improvements such 
as repaving would not disturb the material, given the depth 
of contamination removed at the WISS adjacent to.the area of 
potential concern was 2 - 4 feet below grade. In addition, 
the·corps' performed a dose assessment assuming that a 
repair disturbing the material had to be conducted at the 
intersection.·.· This as.sessment demonstrates that workers 
would not receive exposures in excess of established 
standards (for the general public) that are protective of 
human health. The Corps would of course assess work plans 
and specifications in advance and monitor the work in the 
field to ensure the safety of workers. If monitoring 
indicates a_need for a removal, the Corps has contracts in 
place that will allow a timely response as required. 

. . '. ' ' ' -

.current i~formation .available.to the Corps indi~ates_no 
utility easements in the·contaminated area shown on 
Enclosure 1. Arty information from.the ·County on existing 
utilities·would be appreciated. In addition, the Corps is 
aware of plans by Wayne Township to install a permanent -

- traffic signal at _ the Pompton Plains Cross - Black Oak Ridge·· 
Road intersection. Again-, any knowledge· by· the County · 

· regarding these plans would· _be helpful. It is expected that 
utility work (should they exist) ·and signal installation 
could impact potentially cont_aminateq. material. 

·r· hope this :i,.nformation · is' helpful in your ·presentat-ion -_ 
to the Public Works Committee. I would:appreciate_ your 
acknowledgment of- this letter for my records .. I_t is my 
sincere belief that the County and the Corps can reach a 
mutually beneficial understanding.that facilitates the 
County's road program, minimizes potential impacts to 
traffic, and. above all protects site workers arid the public .. 
I look forward to working witq you in that ·regard. Please 
contact me at 201-226-6616 if you have additional quest~ons 
or require more information. 

Enc· . .-

Sincerely, 

.·~ 

Allen D. - Roos· 
Project Manager_ 
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Enclosure 2 

County Notification to Corps 
(schedule / scope of work) I 

, 

~!, "a1 • .,, '"'·--~i . '<i-Corps removes if'. i'.· F'- ~t~~,jj: · 
contaminated soil to if work is in area of •.~C;>'!S R~P9.~- ~~-: if work is near area of ----po-te_n_ti_a_l co-n-ce_m ____ _ · :~Notification •,, ----po-te-n-ti-al_co_n_ce_m ___ -il 
establish clean work l~l-'f~qi~~\"'.1}:J.{j lt·' zone It',,,,.; '?,_~ 

-or-
Provides radiological 
safety and equipment 

decontamination 
support 

Conclude agreement-------------il 
when all potentially 

contaminated 
material has been 

removed 

Corps Provides 
Documentation of 

Response to County 

Corps provides 
radiological safety 

support and standby 
for rapid response if 

contamination Is 
encountered 

Agreement stays in 
effect If potentially 

contaminated 
material remains in 

place 




